






Nepean Choir

Good evening and welcome to our final concert of our 50th Anniversary Season, 
Sea  to  Sea  to  Sea!  Our  performance  this  evening  celebrates  fifty  years  of 
Nepean Choir  contributing to  the  choral  landscape of  Canada by presenting 
music from all ten provinces and the three territories.

When we chose this theme of repertoire last spring we knew that we wanted to 
celebrate Canada, but who could have predicted the climate we currently find 
ourselves in? And so we are even more proud to be bringing you this concert of 
Canadiana tonight! One of the exciting aspects of planning this concert was how 
many suggestions and options there were for music we could do by Canadian 
artists, spanning time and geography. Everyone will look at this list of songs and 
think, “You know who you could have done is…” and everyone will be right! 
There are so many to choose from, and in so many genres, we have much art by 
a  hugely  wide  variety  of  people  to  be  proud of  as  Canadians.  We’ll  barely 
scratch the surface tonight, but we’re happy to represent as many as we do!

We become just by doing just acts, brave by doing brave acts. When we 
are kind, kindness grows. When we seek unity, unity grows. When we 

are Canadian, Canada grows. 
- Prime Minister Mark Carney

Nepean Choir has just recently seen its fifteenth federal election since forming 
in 1975, existing for almost a third of Canada’s history as a nation.  It is an 
honour to be leading this organization through this part of its history, and it is 
my pleasure to thank all of those who are responsible for keeping Nepean Choir 
running.  Our  Executive,  led  by  board  president  Brigette  Yedema,  does  an 
exceptional  job  of  operating  the  organization  with  our  wonderful  team  of 
volunteers. My thanks to our collaborative pianist, Sara-Lynn Hutchison, for the 
many musical gifts you bring to the choir. Special thanks to Nicole Bélècque for 
the leadership you offered the group through a vicious cold and flu season! On 
behalf of all of the musicians, thank you to our families for your support of our 
time with this choir. And finally, thank you to you, our audience, for joining us 
tonight! 

Lee Carter, Music Director
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Nepean Choir

Director:  Lee  Carter Lee  Carter  is  a  choral 
director, musician, and educator whose passion 
for music and teaching others to love music are 
found in all facets of his career. Artistic director 
of Nepean Choir since 2018, Lee is also in his 
10th  season  as  artistic  director  for  Castenchel 
Choir based in Chelsea, QC. In addition to being 
Regional  Coordinator  for  the  Capital  Regional 
Music  Fest  Vocal  Music  Festival,  Mr.  Carter 
continues as a full-time performing arts teacher 
at  Nepean  High  School  in  Ottawa.  Lee  was 
nominated  for  Best  Secondary  Teacher  of  the  Year  (NHS)  and  Best 
Music/Drama  Coach  of  the  Year  (Nepean  Choir)  for  the  2023  Ottawa 
Awards. Previously the artistic director for the European Union Christmas 
Concert presented annually by the E.U. at Notre-Dame Basilica in Ottawa, 
he  has  also  conducted  workshops  for  CAMMAC  Ottawa-Gatineau  and 
choirs in the National Capital Region.  His commitment to collaborative 
music-making sees him working with diverse musicians locally, nationally 
and internationally. Lee's choirs have worked with the likes of the National 
Youth Orchestra of the Netherlands, Daniel Taylor and the Theatre of Early 
Music, and the NAC Orchestra, as well as artists like Kenny Rogers, Frank 
Mills, Craig Cardiff, and most recently, Ottawa’s TALK. They have sung 
with  groups  like  the  London  Trio  Plus,  the  Graz  Boys  Choir,  and  the 
Canadian Chamber Choir. Lee loves bringing new choral music to light and 
has commissioned new works from Elise Letourneau, Beverly McKiver, 
and Shannon Linton while his choirs have premiered several new works 
including those by Karen Donaldson-Shepherd, Stephen Eisenhauer,  and 
Tim Piper.  Lee holds Bachelor’s Degrees of Music and Education from the 
University  of  Ottawa  where  he  studied  tuba  performance  with  Nick 
Atkinson and voice with Sandra Graham.



Accompanist:  Sara-Lynn  Hutchison holds  a 
Master  of  Music  degree  in  Accompanying  and 
Chamber Music from the University of Western 
Ontario and a Bachelor of Music in Performance 
from  the  University  of  Toronto.  Sara-Lynn  has 
accompanied  numerous  choirs  including  the 
Laurentian University Choir,  Amabile Choirs  of 
London  and  the  Shenandoah  Valley  Children’s 
Chorus in Virginia. For over ten years, Sara-Lynn 
was the full-time pianist  and coach at St.  Mary 
Choir  School  in  London,  Ontario.   A certified 
teacher, Sara-Lynn (OCT) is an elementary school 
teacher at Arch Street Public School in the Ottawa-Carleton District School Board.

Guest Artist
Fiddle:  Chad  Wolfe is  a  Canadian  open  stepdance 
champion and award winning fiddler who has performed 
across Canada and abroad. He was a principal dancer in 
the Mirvish production,  The Needfire,   and toured with, 
Memories of a Don Messer Jubilee. He has performed with 
Natalie MacMaster, Donnell Leahy, Ashley MacIsaac, The 
Great Canadian Fiddle Show, and Oh Canada EH?!  Chad 
has dedicated his career to preserving these time-honoured 
Canadian traditions not only through performing, but also 
teaching. The Chad Wolfe Studio of Fiddle & Stepdance 
has been in operation since 1996. He has also taught at 
fiddle camps and workshops from Halifax to Yellowknife. 
Fiddle  &  Stepdance  competitions  and  festivals  were  a  major  part  of  Chad's 
development as a musician and dancer. Serving on the board of directors for the 
Ottawa  Fiddle  &  Stepdance  Competition,  Metcalfe  Fair  Competition,  and  the 
Fiddles on the Rideau Music Festival, he is now actively involved in keeping these 
important Canadian cultural events alive.

Nepean Choir would like to thank Woodroffe United Church 
for the use of its facilities for the presentation of this evening's 

concert.





Programme
Song for Canada / Un Chant Canadien Anton R Boldaire / Paul Halley

So Still (Emily Carr Suite) Emily Carr / Brian Tate

Twenty-Three Camels Bruce Coughlan, arr Larry Nickel
Chad Wolfe, fiddle

Magnetic North Graeme Wearmouth

Four Strong Winds Ian Tyson, arr Larry Nickel

Trans Canada Jig Shamma Sabir, Gordon Stobbe
Cape Breton Dream Pierre Schryer
Canada’s Fiddling Day Two-Step Kelli Trottier 

Chad Wolfe, fiddle, Mark Allen, piano

Lark Robert MacFarlane / Carmen Braden

Wake The Grain Douglas Elves / Paul Suchan

Red River Valley arr T Patrick Carrabré
Chad Wolfe, fiddle

Black Fly Song Wade Hemsworth, arr Earle Peach

Bobimon’ saintom’ Traditional Ottawa Valley, arr Stephen Hatfield

Intermission

Ah! Si Mon Moine Voulait Danser! arr Donald Patriquin

Hymn To Freedom Harriette Hamilton / Oscar Peterson, arr Paul Read

Un Candien Errant Traditional Québecois Folk Song, arr Mark Sirett

O Siem Susan Aglukark, Chad Irschick, arr Larry Nickel

Sailing of the Fleets (Songs of the Sea) Bliss Carmen / Tim Cooper

Maple Sugar Ward Allen
Buck Fever Rag Reg Hill
Bowin’ the Strings Ned Landry 

Chad Wolfe, fiddle, Mark Allen, piano

Citadel Hill Traditional Nova Scotia, arr Mark Sirett

She’s Like The Swallow Traditional Newfoundland, arr Carl Strrommen

Put Your Hand In The Hand Gene MacLellan, arr Kirby Shaw

Omaa Biindig Andrew Balfour

Please join us in the Banquet Hall for a reception following the 
concert.

Our thanks to Osgoode Properties for sponsoring this 
evening’s program.



Programme Notes

Emily Carr Suite Emily Carr, artist, representing British Columbia
Twenty-Three Camels Actual event of the gold rush, representing Alberta
Magnetic North Representing the Yukon
Wake The Grain Russian Mennonites arrive in Saskatchewan
Red River Valley Representing Manitoba
Black Fly Song Representing Northern Ontario
Bobinom’saintom’ Representing Bytown and the Ottawa Valley
Ah! si mon moine voulait danser! Representing Quebec
Hymn to Freedom Jazz great Oscar Peterson, representing Montreal
Un Canadien Errant From the rebellion of Lower Canada
O Siem Representing Nunavut
Sailing of the Fleets Representing New Brunswick
Citadel Hill Representing Nova Scotia
She’s Like The Swallow Representing Newfoundland
Put Your Hand In The Hand Representing Prince Edward Island
Omaa Biindig Representing First Nations

From Nagamo (“Sings” in Ojibway)

Translation

Nibi
Ningaabii’anong
Giiwedinong
Waabanong
Zhawanong
Aki
Omaa biindig

Water
West
North
East
South
Earth
Here, inside

Follow this QR code to see the song lyrics and English translations.





Join us for our next concert 

on Friday, December 5th, 2025 when we present

O Night Divine

Songs of the Sky and the Season



Nepean Choir wishes to thank the following donors for 
their most important community support in 2024-2025.

Individual Donors 2024-25

 w. Dotted Whole Note
($300+)

Ingo Hessel & Kumiko Murasugi
Mara Lee & Don McLaren
Marjory & Andy Patterson
Jim Stanish

 w Whole Note ($200+)
Heather Blumenthal
Deanna Giles-Vail
Glenna Gray & Chris Watson
Martha Hynna
Patricia Lee
Sylvia McDonald
Don McMaster & Sigrid Johnson
Wendy Warburton

 ms Half Note ($100+)
Hilda Cleary
Allison & Jim Dingle
Susan Isaac
Laurie McKnight
Heather Moore
Phil and Anne Nagy
Lynn Paton

 mt Quarter Note ($50+)
Karen & David Greenberg
Anne & Andy Joyce
Sandra McKenny



The Nepean Choir Musical Circle

Become a member of our Musical Circle and be in-the-know about the 
Nepean Choir.  For an annual donation, you can share in the joy of music 
and receive:

 Calendar of events (by mail or e-mail)
 Acknowledgment in concert programs (if desired)
 Income tax receipt

Consider joining the Musical Circle at one of the following levels:

 ÊEighth Notes:  $20 - $49  qQuarter Notes:  $50 +

 h Half Notes:  $100 + w Whole Notes:  $200 +

 w. Dotted Whole Notes:  $300 + z   Double Whole Notes   $400 +

Whole  Note  members  will  receive  two  complementary  tickets  to  the 
choir’s  annual  spring concert.   In  addition,  Whole  Note  members  who 
donate  $300  or  more  will  receive  two  tickets  to  the  choir’s  annual 
Christmas concert.

Joining the Musical Circle is easy.
Simply complete the form below
and mail, along with your donation,
to:

Nepean Choir
PO Box 21561
Nepean, Ontario
K2B 0A3

I wish to join the Nepean Choir Musical Circle. 

Name  ………………………..… Telephone: …………….

Address:…………………………………………………….

E-mail: ………………………………………………………

nt  □ mt □ ms □ w□
Eighth Quarter Half Whole
Note note note note

Donation amount: $ …………….

(make cheque payable to Nepean 
Choir)

Charitable registration: # 

13337 3803 RR0001



To find out more about the Nepean Choir, look for us
on Facebook, and visit our website at 

www.nepeanchoir.ca
or, for those who use QR codes:

If you'd like to contact us, or receive updates on Nepean 
Choir events, please e-mail us at:

nepeanchoir+publicity@gmail.com  

The Nepean Choir supports the Kiwanis Music and Dance 
Festival through the “Nepean Choir Bernice Oak Award”, 

which recognizes choral excellence in youth choirs.

COME SING WITH US !
Nepean Choir invites New Members

for all sections to join us for our 

2025-2026 Season.

Auditions and Open Rehearsals in September 2025

Contact us at

nepeanchoir+auditions@gmail.com
or phone 613-406-4389

Nepean Choir rehearses and performs on the traditional 
unceded and unsurrendered land of the

Algonquin Anishnaabeg. 

We hope that our performance tonight properly honours their 
musical traditions.

http://www.nepeanchoir.ca/
mailto:nepeanchoir+auditions@gmail.com
mailto:nepeanchoir+publicity@gmail.com









